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We are witnessing another phenomenon in East Timor; that of an obsessive
acculturation to standards that hundreds of international experts try to convey to the East
Timorese, who are hungry for values:

- democracy (many of those who teach us never practised it in their own countries
because they became UN staff members);

- human rights (many of those who remind us of them forget the situation in their
own countries);

- gender (many of the women who attend the workshops know that in their countries
this issue is no example for others);

- NGOs (numerous NGOs live off the aid  “business” to poor countries)

- Youth (all those who remind us of this issue know that in their countries most of
the youth are unemployed and that experience is the main employment drive apart
from some exceptions based on intellectual skills)

It might sound as though | am speaking against these noble values of democratic
participation. I do not mind if it happens in the democratic minds of people. What seems
to be absurd is that we absorb standards just to pretend we look like a democratic society
and please our masters of independence.

What concerns me is the non-critical absorption of (universal) standards given the
current stage of the historic process we are building. Old democracies are no longer like
a smooth pavement or a linear social process where such standards slide along without
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the slightest friction. What concerns me is that the Timorese may become detached from
their reality and, above all, try to copy something which is not yet clearly understood
by them.

It is necessary that we are sincere and humble so that we do not lose track of the highest
interests of our People.

Democracy is not built overnight and it is by experiencing the system that democracy
can be shaped. Some think that mere political party membership is a synonym of
democracy and, therefore, it does not need to be cared for. School-aged youths think
democracy empowers them with the right to protest, criticise and insult the teachers, to
skip or disturb classes. Some adults share the opinion that democracy demands that
everyone must decide on everything.

This process of preparation for independence is not an easy one when we discuss issues
such as democracy, human rights and freedom.

There is some anxiety for self-affirmation which the international staff currently in East
Timor try to enhance; they forget how unaware they are of the whole process of our
people’s struggle and, therefore, encourage the expression of various forms of difference
as if this was the only way of ensuring democracy.

[...] It is hard for us to believe that foreigners who come to East Timor to work do not
have some knowledge of Timorese political reality. Foreigners should bear in mind that
the essential condition for their operational success is to be aware that they do not come
to save East Timor but rather to fulfil a mission of support; therefore, if they are not
aware of this reality they will face the ungrateful mission of earning money for 6 months
and returning to their homes, as so many have done, often revealing themselves to be
less skilled than the East Timorese who can not find a job.

(Kay Rala Xanana Gusméo, President of the CNRT/CN Dili, 31 December 2000 X v
k)
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http://www.etan.org/et2001a/january/01-06/01xanan.htm
http://www.icc-cpi.int/
http://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/gaiko/icc/
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http://www.nichibenren.or.jp/activity/document/statement/year/2007/070227.html
http://www.amnesty.or.jp/human-rights/topic/ihrl/about_icc.html
http://www.icc-cpi.int/EN_Menus/icc/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.africanbusinessmagazine.com/special-reports/sector-reports/icc-vs-africa/icc-a-tool-to-recolonise-africa
http://www.africanbusinessmagazine.com/special-reports/sector-reports/icc-vs-africa/icc-a-tool-to-recolonise-africa
http://www.parliament.go.ke/plone/national-assembly/business/order-paper/thursday-september-05-2013-at-2.30-p.m/at_multi_download/item_files?name=THURSDAY%20SEPTEMBER%2005-09-2013%20%20%20%20%20-%20%20%20%20%20SPECIAL%20SITTNG%20OF%20THE%20HOUSE.pdf
http://www.parliament.go.ke/plone/national-assembly/business/order-paper/thursday-september-05-2013-at-2.30-p.m/at_multi_download/item_files?name=THURSDAY%20SEPTEMBER%2005-09-2013%20%20%20%20%20-%20%20%20%20%20SPECIAL%20SITTNG%20OF%20THE%20HOUSE.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx
http://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/gaiko/jinken_r/
http://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/gaiko/jinken_r/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomOpinion/Pages/OpinionIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRBio.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14017&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/HighCommissioner.aspx
http://english.kyodonews.jp/news/2013/12/259537.html
http://edb.kulib.kyoto-u.ac.jp/dbj/type/f.html
http://edb.kulib.kyoto-u.ac.jp/dbj/type/f.html

